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NORDWEST STRENGTHENS
THE FINANCIAL FUTURE OF
SPECIALIST RETAILERS

Financial solutions offer liquidity,
security and growth potential

Dortmund, 12 February 2026 -In a market environment increasingly
characterised by economic uncertainty, rising cost and margin pressure and
cautious lending, a stable and future-oriented financial structure is
becoming increasingly important for medium-sized specialist dealers. For
this reason, NORDWEST supports its partners with a broad portfolio of
financial services specifically tailored to the requirements of the industrial
business-to-business sector, offering tangible benefits to both dealers and
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suppliers.

NORDWEST's central payment system has proven itself over decades as a
reliable instrument for financial stability. Thanks to comprehensive del credere
liability, suppliers benefit from 100 per cent protection against bad

debts - regardless of credit insurers or market conditions. At the same time,
specialist trade partners gain long-term flexibility in inventory planning and can
manage their liquidity with greater predictability. Standardised, digital
processes significantly reduce administrative effort and create transparency
across the entire payment process. For dealers, this means less accounting
effort, clear structures and more focus on day-to-day operations.

Factoring - immediate liquidity and full protection

Many traditional financing routes are increasingly reaching their limits. As a
wholly owned subsidiary of NORDWEST, TeamFaktor NW GmbH offers tailored
factoring solutions that go far beyond simple pre-financing. TeamFaktor
purchases outstanding receivables and pays out up to 100 per cent of the gross
invoice amount within 48 hours - regardless of when the end customer settles
the invoice. At the same time, TeamFaktor assumes del credere cover as well
as complete receivables management, including credit checks, dunning and
accounting. The result: immediate liquidity, freedom from risk, greater
financial flexibility and more time to focus on core business activities. Even
small-volume invoices can be submitted without minimum fees - a clear
advantage for many medium-sized enterprises.

Financial resilience in challenging times

Whether market uncertainty, the ongoing skills shortage or rising regulatory
requirements - a solid financial foundation is more important than ever.
Through central payment and factoring, NORDWEST offers its partners
powerful solutions:

¢ Securing liquidity and enhancing planning certainty

* Greaterindependence from banks and credit limits
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* Protection against bad debts
* Reduced internal workload through digital processes

* Strengthened market position and improved balance sheet metrics

These instruments not only provide stability but also open up new opportunities
for growth and investment - a decisive factor in ensuring the long-term
competitiveness of specialist dealers.

Uber die NORDWEST Handel AG:

Die NORDWEST Handel AG mit Sitz in Dortmund gehort seit 1919 zu den
leistungsstarksten Verbundunternehmen des Produktionsverbindungshandels
(PVH) mit einem Geschéaftsvolumen in Hohe von 4.801 Mio. Euro gesamt per
2023. Die Kernaufgaben des Verbandes zur Unterstidtzung der rund 1.255
Fachhandelspartner aus den Bereichen Stahl, Bau-Handwerk-Industrie und
Sanitar- und Heizungstechnik (Haustechnik) liegen in der Biindelung der
Einkaufsvolumina, der Zentralregulierung, einem starken Zentrallager sowie in
umfangreichen Dienstleistungen. NORDWEST ist auch in Europa, insbesondere
in den Schwerpunktldndern Osterreich, Schweiz, Frankreich, Polen sowie
Benelux aktiv.
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